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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN REACTION TO HAILE SELASSIE OUSTER 

1. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL NIGERIAN 
REACTION TO DEPOSAL OF HAILE SELASSIE. EMG HOWEVER 
HAS SENT SPECIAL MESSAGE TO LEADER OE PROVISIONAL 
MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 

2. PRESS REPORTING ON EVENTS LEADING TO AND ACTUAL FALL OF 
EMPEROR HAS PLAYED EOR CAUSE OF AFRICAN UNITY AND BRINGING ABOUT 
INTERNATIONAL AWARENESS OE AERICA, EDITORIALS NEVERTHELESS 
POINT OUT HIS DEFICIENCIES IN ADMINISTRATION OF HIS 

OWN COUNTRY, STRESSING THAT HE WAS CLEARLY OUT OF TOUCH 
WITH PROBLEMS AEFECTING HIS PEOPLE AND LIKE TOO MANY OTHER 
AFRICAN RULERS, HAD REMAINED IN OFFICE TOO LONG. CHANGE, 
THEREFORE, WAS INEVITABLE. PRESS NOTES ETHIOPIAN MILITARY 
LEADERS HAVE GREAT CHALLENGE BEEORE THEM IN TRYING TO PUSH 
"BACKWARD COUNTRY INTO JET AGE," AND SOME NEWSPAPERS HAVE 
URGED THEY IMPLEMENT THEIR PROGRAMS QUICKLY WITH SUGGESTION 
EARLY RETURN TO BARRACKS ADVISABLE BEEORE POPULARITY WANES. 
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3. SUBDUED PRESS JUBILATION OVER OUSTER OF "ARCHAIC AND 
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FEUDAL REGIME" IS COUPLE WITH ADMONITION AGING EMPEROR 
SHOULD EOT BE HUMILIATED AND BE ALLOWED LIVE OUT REST OE LIFE 
IN PEACE. 

4. COMMENT: CONTENTS OF GO ZWDS MESSAGE TO LT. GEN, AMAN 
ADOM NOT KNOWN. ASSUME IT CONTAINS EMG SUPPORT FOR NEW 
REGIME. IN ADDITION, SUSPECT THAT, GIVEN HAILE SELASSIE 
SUPPORT OP EMG DURING CIVIL WAR AND MUTUAL RESPECT BOTH MEN 
HAD POR EACH OTHER, MESSAGE ALSO CONTAINS APPEAL THAT NEW 
REGIME TREAT DEPOSED EMPEROR WITH CERTAIN AMOUNT OP DEFERENCE 
IN VIEW OF HIS AGE AND INTERNATIONAL STATURE. 

5. WITH DEMANDS FOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE IN 1976 AND FOR 
RESTORATION OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY ON THE UPSWING, PRESS HAS 
FOUND DEPOSAL OP HAILE SELASSIE AS CONVENIENT VEHICLE SR 
REMINDING MILITARY 1976 IS AROUND THE CORNER. 

REINHARDT 
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